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Chair :Jesse Poore, CFM 
jesse.poore@FHUENG.COM 
 

Vice Chair: Nate Hartman 
NHartman@lincoln.ne.gov  
 

Second Vice Chair: John Cambridge, P. E., CFM 
john.cambridge@hdrinc.com 
 

Secretary: Paul Gonzales, P.E., CFM 
pgonzales@schemmer.com  
 

Treasurer: Lori Laster, CFM 
llaster@papionrd.org 
 

At Large Board Members:  

Rock Krzycki  
rkrzycki@lincoln.ne.gov 

Shawn Smith, CFM 
ssmith@valley.omhcoxmail.com 
  
 

Visit NeFSMA on the web  at: 
http://www.nefsma.net/ 
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Annual dues for 2010 are still being accepted.  If 
you have not sent in your application form, please 
see the website at www.nefsma.net or contact Lori 
Laster at (402) 444-6222.  Annual dues are $35 for 
individual and $100 for corporate/organization 
memberships (allows 2 voting members) plus 
additional members that can serve as alternates. 
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The 2009 NeFSMA Annual Meeting was held on 
November 5th, at the New World Inn in Columbus, 
Nebraska. The meeting was held between 
presentations on Detangling the Levee 
Accreditation Process, Surviving an EPA Audit and 
How to Conduct an Industrial Stormwater 
Inspection.  
 
At the meeting, NeFSMA members approved two 
significant and historical resolutions for the 
organization.  First, the organization approved a 
resolution to become an official state chapter of the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers 
(ASFPM). This chapter designation will provide 
many benefits to NeFSMA and the professions 
involved with floodplain and stormwater 
management. Also approved during the meeting 
was a resolution to begin discussions of merger/ 
acquisition of the Storm Water Awareness Network 
(SWAN). SWAN is an organization whose goal is to 
educate land planners, engineers, regulators, 
developers, and contractors on stormwater 
management practices to improve the water quality 
and quantity of stormwater runoff from developed 
sites, during and after construction. 
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During the meeting, a new Board of Directors for 
NeFSMA was elected. Jesse Poore was elected to 
the position of Chair. Nate Hartman was elected to 
the position of Vice Chair. John Cambridge was re-
elected to Second Vice Chair. Paul Gonzales will 
remain as Secretary.  Rock Krzycki returns to the 
board as an At-Large board member. Also elected 
at this time were two new persons to serve on the 
board. Lori Laster was elected to the Treasurer 
position and Shawn Smith as a At-Large board 
member. 
 
A word of thanks goes out to Laurie Carrette Zook 
who served the board as Chair for the past two 
years.  
 
Detailed meeting minutes are posted on the 
NeFSMA website. http://www.nefsma.net/ 
�
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It has been four months since elections to the 
NeFSMA board were held in Columbus.  We have 
two new representatives, Lori Laster and Shawn 
Smith, who both jumped in to provide important 
direction as we serve our membership.  The 
membership transferred leadership of the Board for 
just the fourth time in our young history.  I am 
excited to hold this position and I thank you for 
giving me this opportunity.  My hope is to exceed 
your expectations for the Association and I 
encourage you to let me know if we have failed to 
accomplish that in any way. 
 
My first NeFSMA meeting was in April 2005.  I 
joined NeFSMA because of my passion for 
stormwater quality and was encouraged to see 
other professionals wanting answers to the same 
questions I had. Since joining NeFSMA, I have 
served on the Board as an At-Large member, 
Secretary, Treasurer and now Chair.  I can tell you 
first hand, that the NeFSMA Board values your 
membership tremendously and learns from your 
input.  In 2009, our membership grew significantly 
and the feedback from membership was extremely 
positive.  We take this as a rousing approval of our 
efforts and will continue to do our best to promote 
the profession of floodplain and stormwater 
managers in Nebraska.  The provision of relevant 
and quality workshops, training, and guidance for 
floodplain and stormwater professionals remains 
our top priority.   

I have a few important goals for my time as Chair 
that I want to share with you. 
 
1. The most important goal for me, at this time, is to 
make sure that the administration of the 
Association is in proper working order.  I’m calling it 
our 30,000 mile check up.  Now that NeFSMA is a 
bit more established and seemingly taking flight, we 
need to grow with it.  I am leading the effort to 
update our by-laws, examine our financial 
management efforts, explore our insurance needs, 
and keep our 501(c)(3) status in proper working 
order.  
2. My second goal is to improve the leadership of 
our Association through the use of committees.   I 
have asked each Board member to take a position 
on one of our three committees and each 
committee has a leader that will be reporting back 
to me.  You do not need to be a Board member to 
join a committee.  We have had three volunteers so 
far and would love to have more.  Our Association 
has a lot of untapped resources within our 
membership and I’ve encouraged the Board to be 
liberal in inviting you to participate.  We can only 
get better with your help. 
3. Finally, it is my opinion that we need to do a 
better job of demonstrating the value of proper 
floodplain and stormwater quality planning to 
municipal officials, developers, engineers, real 
estate agents and anyone else who will listen.  
National, regional and even local initiatives are 
going forward currently that encourage improved 
floodplain and stormwater planning processes.  
NeFSMA will provide better resources that get 
those messages to our membership.  
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NeFSMA Obtains Official Chapter 
Status from the Association of State 
Flood Plain Managers (ASFPM)  
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Our association has been accepted by the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers.  As we 
anticipated, this designation has put us in touch 
with a wealth of information and resources that are 
applicable to the membership of our Association.  I 
receive daily emails now from ASFPM regarding 
policy initiatives, funding constraints and 
commitments, leadership endeavors, and other 
available resources.  Your Board will do their best 
to keep you informed of the most important 
information via workshops, newsletters, and blog 
updates.   
 
If you haven’t yet signed up, please go to 
http://nefsma.blogspot.com and enter your email 
address to get relevant updates.  We want to be 
courteous to everyone’s attention and email boxes 
and will not be sending out emails for every ASFPM 
update. 
 
You can track Hot Topics from ASFPM on your own 
through their website if you would like using the 
following link: http://www.floods.org/n-
news/index.asp Look on the left column for the Hot 
Topics box.  Some recent updates of importance 
include: 
 

- The lapse of National Flood Insurance 
Program authorization (this means funding 
for claims can not be processed!) 

- The National Disaster Recovery Framework 
- Proposed Changes to the Executive Order 

on Floodplain Management 
 
You can also see the current ASFPM Legislative 
Priorities for 2010 in the attached pdf if you are 
interested.  Our membership dues help support the 
efforts of ASFPM in this process and our 
membership numbers are added to the host of 
stakeholders committed to the mission of ASFPM. 
 
If you have any questions regarding our ASFPM 
Chapter Status or their efforts and how it impacts 
our actions in Nebraska, please let us know. 
Facilitating this type of education is the core 
mission of NeFSMA. 
 
Flood Awareness Meeting Provides a 
Question and Answer Session for 
Valley, Nebraska 
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The City of Valley held its annual Community Flood 
Awareness meeting on February 18, 2010 at the city 
offices. Organizations in attendance to assist 
answering general public questions were: Papio-
Missouri River Natural Resources District, Douglas 
County Emergency Management, Fricke & Assoc., 
Inc. Insurance Agency, First Nebraska Bank and City 
of Valley Flood plain Managers.  
 
The meeting began with Director Rich Tesar of the 
NRD addressing the status of the Platte River's ice 
thickness reports, dusting program of the river and 
dike maintenance procedures. Questions from the 
public ranged from: How are ice jams created? Is 
dynamite blasting of the river still available? Are 
colder temps and more accumulating snow(s) going 
to impact the ice thickness?  Why not dust complete 
channels in all rivers? Why are there open channels 
along the banks of the river? Director Tesar took the 
time to answer all questions of the public and to 
assure them all NRD locations have staff working 
diligently to monitor all rivers within Nebraska. 
 
Representatives from Fricke & Assoc., Inc. and First 
Nebraska Bank spoke about the federal government 
mandating flood insurance policies for individuals who 
have a mortgage on property located in a special 
flood hazard area and variables which affect the rates 
for flood insurance polices which are established by 
the federal government. Questions from the public 
ranged from: Can I have multiple structures on one 
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insurance policy? What is a "Content Insurance" 
policy and how much do they run? If a structure is 
located in an "X" zone should I get flood coverage?
 
Information regarding elevation certificates was 
presented by Michael Burns. Common questions 
were: where individuals can acquire a copy of one, 
why some properties have elevation certificates and 
some don't, if the property was constructed before the 
flood maps had been adopted how do I get an 
elevation certificate? The representatives from all 
agencies were available for additional information 
after the presentations. 

 

 
New EPA Construction Stormwater 
Effluent Limits Identified 
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The U.S. EPA recently promulgated Effluent 
Limitations Guidelines (ELGs) for the Construction 
and Development Point Source Category.  This 
means that the Construction and Development 
industry in Nebraska will need to adapt to new rules 
regarding the quality of run-off being discharged 
from construction sites.  The final version of this 
ELG varied dramatically from the proposed version.  
The proposed version received a great amount of 
attention, largely due to the inclusion of a numeric 
limit for turbidity of 13 Nephelometric Turbidity Units 
(NTUs).  In order to meet this limit, it was 
anticipated that discharges would need to receive 
treatment to remove fine suspended sediments.
 
The promulgated ELG relieved some of these 
concerns by raising the numeric limit to 280 NTU, a 
limit which should be possible through the 
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Construction Stormwater 
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and Development Point Source Category.  This 

and Development 
industry in Nebraska will need to adapt to new rules 
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ELG varied dramatically from the proposed version.  

reat amount of 
attention, largely due to the inclusion of a numeric 
limit for turbidity of 13 Nephelometric Turbidity Units 
(NTUs).  In order to meet this limit, it was 
anticipated that discharges would need to receive 

diments. 

The promulgated ELG relieved some of these 
concerns by raising the numeric limit to 280 NTU, a 
limit which should be possible through the 

implementation of proper controls and passive 
treatment where necessary.  This limitation will 
ultimately apply to projects with 10 acres of total 
land disturbance.  The total land disturbance will be 
cumulative for all disturbances within a larger 
common plan of development.  Therefore, it will 
become increasingly important to have accurate 
records on the amount of disturbed soils on a 
project site.   
 
Disturbed soil, for the purposes of this numeric limit 
in Nebraska, will be defined as disturbed soils 
which have not been temporarily or permanently 
stabilized with an appropriate method.  Given this 
definition, it will also become increasingly important 
to monitor temporarily stabilized soils and 
determine when maintenance is required to 
maintain a uniform cover with sufficient density.  
This definition would allow for the trigger level to be 
exceeded because temporary cover has degraded 
to the point where it is no longer sufficient.
 
The promulgated ELG also contained several 
narrative limits.  Not all of these limits are notable 
as they should require little change to a properly 
managed site as currently 
Construction Storm Water General Permit.  Other 
limitations will represent significant change to 
management on construction sites.  Projects will be 
required to address both the total volume of run
from a site as well as downstre
minimize streambank erosion.  Projects will be 
required to provide natural buffers around surface 
waters and vegetated buffers for final polishing of 
stormwater prior to discharge.  Topsoil will need to 
be preserved while minimizing soil comp
the site.  Basins and impoundments will need to be 
discharged from the surface in order to discharge 
the least turbid water. 
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Construction Storm Water General Permit.  Other 
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management on construction sites.  Projects will be 
required to address both the total volume of run-off 
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waters and vegetated buffers for final polishing of 
stormwater prior to discharge.  Topsoil will need to 
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This is an oversimplified description of the changes 
which will be coming.  It is highly recommended 
that you download a copy of the original federal 
register notice.  The original notice contains the 
prologue to the ELG.  This prologue will be 
evaluated when interpreting the finer details of the 
ELG.  For instance the anticipated definition of 
stabilization, which will be used for determining 
when the numeric limit applies, was taken directly 
from the prologue.  A copy of the Federal Register 
notice is available at: 
http://www.epa.gov/guide/construction/.   
 
NeFSMA Travel Stipend 

Last year, the NeFSMA Board of Directors 
established a scholarship or travel stipend for 
members of NeFSMA to attend and present 
academic or case studies at a flood or stormwater 
related conference. For more information on the 
fund and opportunities, ask a current Board 
member or visit the NeFSMA  website at 
www.nefsma.net.  
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On February 3, NeFSMA co-sponsored a 
Stormwater BMP Maintenance Workshop in 
conjunction with Douglas County Environmental 
Services and the Douglas/Sarpy UNL Extension. 
This workshop was led by Mike Isensee, Urban 
Conservationist for Minnesota's Dakota County Soil 
and Water Conservation District.  The workshop 
focused on the inspection and maintenance of 
stormwater detention ponds and infiltration BMPs. 
Some of the key points included in Mr. Isensee’s 
presentation include: 

·  Proper design and installation of BMPs is 
essential for decreased long term 
maintenance. 

·  Inspection of BMPs is important to ensure 
that the BMPs are achieving their treatment 
goals. Annual inspection and maintenance 
programs can increase functionality of the 
BMP and decrease long term maintenance 
and operation costs. 

·  Rigorous sediment and erosion controls 
must be in place during installation of 
BMPs. 

·  BMPs should be inspected at inlet and 
outlet points.  Slope vegetation should be 
inspected for complete coverage, species 
diversity, and noxious weeds.  Slopes 
should also be inspected for erosion and 
stability issues.  Upstream and downstream 
drainage paths should be inspected for 
stability and erosion issues. 

·  Lack of maintenance can result in failure of 
BMPs. 

·  The most common maintenance issues are 
sediment buildup and litter/debris. 

·  Weak vegetation should be replaced in 
bioretention BMPs. 

Mr. Isensee discussed other benefits of stormwater 
BMPs.  He referenced several small studies that 
demonstrate the effectiveness of vegetation for 
pollutant and runoff reduction.  BMPs can also 
provide a multi-functional green space and help to 
achieve low impact development. 
Copies of Mr. Isensee’s presentations can be found 
on the Douglas County Environmental Services 
website at dcplanning.org.�

NeFSMA Blog 

NeFSMA is now operating a blog. Please go to 
http://nefsma.blogspot.com/ and enter your e-mail 
address to receive updates from the NeFSMA 
Board of Directors and members.  

 


